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Welcome to Bosinver!  
 
 

 
 
 
A holiday in Cornwall offers a huge variety of opportunities for experiential learning. If 

you’re home educating your children, there are lots of ways to explore and learn both here 

at Bosinver and nearby, so you can easily plan a holiday that meets the needs of the whole 

family. 

We know how important it is to have a balance between education and fun! In this guide 
we’ve put together a variety of suggestions for things you can do during your holiday at 
Bosinver, as well as ideas for where to go and what to see in Cornwall. All our suggestions 
have been tried and tested by our own children and grandchildren, as well as recommended 
by many of our guests.  
 
Explore. Inspire. Learn. 
When it comes to education, there’s potential inspiration around every corner at Bosinver. 
Fancy learning more about the environment? Take a look at our solar-heated pool and 
investigate the renewable technologies we’ve used in our straw bale eco-house, Lowen. Or 
why not sign up for a foraging workshop to discover just how many edible delights are 
growing in our hedgerows and fields? 
 
A Paradise for Adventurous & Inquisitive Kids  
Sometimes, the best discoveries are the ones kids make on their own. At Bosinver we have 
over 30 acres to explore. While your kids can roam to their hearts’ content, you can relax 
knowing they’re knowing they’re safe on our farm. 
 



We're lucky enough to have our own woodland, lake and fields to play in right here, and we 
want to encourage everyone who stays with us to get creative, get muddy, and experience 
nature first hand.  
 
If you have any questions, please drop us a line reception@bosinver.co.uk or give us a call 
on 01726 72128 - we’d love to hear from you. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Pat and Dave Smith 
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About Us 
 
Pat and Dave Smith really are the heartbeat of Bosinver; having moved to the site in 1998, 
they’ve turned what was at the time a chalet park into the multi and national award-
winning self-catering cottage business you’ll visit today. 
 
Originally from Worcestershire, they relocated to a farm in Lanydrock with their boys Paul 
and Mark before finding Bosinver and imagining the place it could become. 
 
Pat and Dave have spent that last 18 years turning the site into an environment that 
everyone can relax in and make memories that last a lifetime. A day will rarely go by that 
you don’t see either of them with a smile on their faces, helping guests get the most from 
their stay. 
 
During their time they’ve developed a number of areas that are close to their hearts: 
 
Outdoor Play 
Childhoods were once spent outside, enjoying everything nature has to offer.  Woodland 
walks, wellie hunts and the Gruffalo trail are just some of the activities that Pat and Dave 
have created to bring guests of all ages closer to the abundance of nature on our doorstep.  
From wetland to woodland, hedgerows to wildflower meadows, everyone who stays at 
Bosinver is encouraged to learn about and make the most of these very special places. 
 
Sustainability 
Pat and Dave have always understood the fragile balance of the environment and the 
demands we all make on it.  Their 90% Gold accreditation from the Green Business Tourist 
Scheme – judged on more than 120 different environmental criteria is something they are 
rightly proud of. 
 
This, and the Cornwall Sustainability Award for Connecting Your Business with Nature are 
just a couple of the many awards that Bosinver has won as a result of placing sustainability 
at the heart of their developments. 
 
Local Suppliers 
Wherever possible, Pat and Dave always try to support other talented local producers and 
businesses.  Whether it’s that amazing light fitting in your cottage’s living room or the frozen 
meal you order for your arrival, you can be sure they’ve tried to source the very best local 
products. 
 
Our Awards 
The effort and quality Pat and Dave have brought to Bosinver has been recognised both 
locally and nationally.  They won Gold at the 2015 Visit England Awards, which takes pride 
of place alongside numerous other accolades.  From multiple Gold awards at the Cornwall 
Tourism Awards to Green Tourism awards, Bosinver has been recognised for its excellence 
year after year and time and time again. 
 



 

Stay at Bosinver 
 
We’ve got 20 cottages on our 30 acre site which sleep between four and 12 people, plus 
babies in cots. Our larger cottages - the Farmhouse (sleeps 12), eco house Lowen (sleeps 8), 
Jack’s Barn (sleeps 8) and Laburnum (sleeps 8) - all have plenty of communal space, with 
large open plan living/dining areas so you can get everyone together. We’ve also got a range 
of smaller cottages which sleep 4 or 6, which are ideal if you want to share your holiday 
experience with other families, but prefer to spread out a little more. 
 
Whichever cottage you choose, you’ll find it superbly equipped with all the mod cons you’d 
expect, plus free WiFi, iPod docks, DVD players, more. You’ll also find a raft of child-friendly 
equipment including blackout blinds, microwavable sterilisers, Delia Smith blenders and 
child friendly cutlery. Each cottage has a large dining table, which works just as well for 
study sessions as it does for family meals. 
 
We’ve designed some of our cottages so they’re accessible for wheelchair users and people 
with limited mobility, and we also have several cottages which are all on one level which are 
perfect for families with babies or toddlers. Each cottage also has its own parking area 
either right outside or very close by, so you don’t have to worry about finding somewhere to 
park.  
 
Added Extras 
There’s no need to fill the car boot up with lots of stuff – we’ve got all sorts of things you 
can borrow while you’re here, including wellies, kites, tennis racquets, books, DVDs, BBQs, 
board games and more. We’ve also got heaps of stuff for the beach, from buckets and 
spades to windbreaks, crabbing lines, body boards and more.  
 
If you fancy getting creative in the kitchen during your stay, we’ve even got a baking box you 
can borrow.  Along with a copy of The Cookie and Biscuit Bible for inspiration, it’s packed full 
with everything you need, including scales, baking tins, muffin trays, cupcake moulds, biscuit 
cutters, mixing bowls, a beater, a whisk, a lemon zester, a cooling rack, 2 PVC children’s 
aprons, a silicone glove, a sieve, a timer, a pastry brush and several colourful mixing bowls!  
 
For more information, see Your holiday at Bosinver and the FAQs page on our website.  
 
Our Location 
Bosinver is just off the A390 between St Austell and Truro. We’re just west of St Austell, 
with its main line train service to London and beyond. You can also fly to and from Newquay 
airport, which is approximately 30 minutes’ drive. 
 
We’re only half an hour’s drive from the surf beaches of the North coast, and some of 
Cornwall’s best loved attractions like the Eden Project, and the Lost Gardens of Heligan are 
only a hop, skip and a jump from Bosinver. 
 

http://www.bosinver.co.uk/stay/farmhouse
http://bosinver.co.uk/stay/lowen
http://www.bosinver.co.uk/stay/jacksbarn
http://www.bosinver.co.uk/stay/laburnum
http://www.bosinver.co.uk/stay
http://www.bosinver.co.uk/staying-with-us/your-holiday
http://www.bosinver.co.uk/faqs


 
 
 
Great for Groups 
There’s room to roam at Bosinver! Our 30-acre site offers endless possibilities for 
adventures and for kids to let their imagination soar. Explore the woods, run through the 
fields and investigate the farmyard.  
 
And there’s plenty of indoor space too – challenge each other to pool or table football in our 
games room, splash about in the pool or tell stories after dark in our Sami-style Hudel Hut.  
 
Babysitting 
We’ve got several experienced babysitters on hand you can call upon so you can escape for 
some well-deserved R&R. They do get booked up, particularly at popular times, so it’s worth 
planning ahead if you can. 
 
Contact Rebecca, Hannah or Charlie direct on the numbers below to find out more and to 
book: 
 
Rebecca Davidson - 07800 847330 
Hannah Bastin - 07717 774709 
Charlie Dungey - 07714 807421 
 

 

  



Play  
 
Kids from 0-90 will love exploring Bosinver. With acres of woodland and wildflower 
meadows to explore, it's one big playground just waiting to be discovered. You can safely 
wave older children off to have their own adventures, while you and your little ones can 
explore the farm together. 
 
There’s lots to do on site including: 
 

 Games room equipped with table football, table tennis, retro games machine and 
Pucket 

 Playbarn with soft play and toys for pre-schoolers 

 Heated indoor pool 

 Woodland trails 

 Outdoor playgrounds plus a zip wire and giant slide 

 Wild Kids sessions 

 Pony rides  

 Daily animal feeding and egg collecting with Farmer Dave 

 And much, much more… 
 

Some of our previous guests have said there’s so much to do at Bosinver that they struggle 
to tear themselves away to explore further afield… 
 
 
 

 
 



Outdoor Activities to Inspire  
 
We believe outdoor play is really important - whatever age you are! We're lucky enough to 
have our own woodland, lake and fields to play in right here, and we want to encourage 
everyone who stays with us to get muddy and experience nature first hand. 
 
Wild Kids 
Our forest school leader Tatum is full of boundless enthusiasm for the outdoors and we run 
regular Wild Kids sessions throughout the main season whenever possible.  
 
We aim to give kids the chance to learn about nature and wildlife first hand whilst having 
great fun at the same time! Activities vary from week to week and are tailored to suit the 
age of our guests. They usually include camp fire building, marshmallow toasting and nature 
crafts - making journey sticks, mud bugs and cone creatures - plus den building, tarpaulin 
sledging and traditional outdoor games.  
 
Wild Kids is usually held on a Monday afternoon (depending on staff availability and 
weather), with details and times posted on our reception noticeboard. Children must be 
accompanied by at least one parent/guardian who is sure to have fun too!  
 
 

 
 
 
Our Hudel Hut   
We’ve built a wooden hut based on a traditional Sami hut which means that we can hold 
Wild Kids sessions whatever the weather! It’s located across the fields from Hydrangea and 
Buddleia cottages in a really special little 'dingly dell' of old oak, hazel and chestnut trees. 
The first campfire we held in the Hudel Hut resulted in beautiful effects as the light hit the 
rising smoke. 'Hudel' is Cornish for magic and once you see it we're sure you'll agree it's a 
truly magical place!    
 
As regular guest Kathy R says: 
 
"Your Wild Kids sessions are some of the best things our kids have ever done. Who knew that 
rolling a pumpkin down a hill could be so much fun? Or that roasting marshmallows on a 
campfire isn't too risky for a three year old? Following your Wild Kids sessions, my younger 
daughter now prides herself on knowing how to take care of worms, and my older daughter 
knows exactly where to look to find the best bugs. I love that they feel that girls can do these 
things. Thanks Bosinver, can't wait til our next trip!!" 
 



We may be able to run a private Wild Kids session for your group if there are enough people 
interested. Contact us to find out more.  
 
Foraging  
Expert forager Emma Gunn from Nevermind the Burdocks runs occasional foraging sessions 
at Bosinver on demand. Please get in touch if this is something you’d be interested in doing. 
 
Explore Our Woodland & Lake 
If you fancy an adventure or just to spend a while in nature, you’ll enjoy our woodland and 
lake area – venture through the gate near the games room and down through the fields past 
the zip wire and big green slide to find one of the most magical spots at Bosinver. The lake is 
full of life – frogs and toads, fish, moorhens, ducks and the occasional heron (on the lookout 
for a free meal!) – and in spring and summer the lake is fringed with wildflowers such as 
ragged robin and the impressive yellow flag iris. 
 
Go Fish 
Have a go at fishing in our lake – we have rods you can borrow in reception, or just sit a 
while and take in the view as dragonflies and damselflies dart amongst the reeds. There’s 
even an idyllic picnic spot for those days when it’s just too nice to be eating indoors. Bliss! 
From the lake you can explore our woodland along footpaths and boardwalks which for little 
ones add to the excitement of exploring this area. 
 
Big Bosinver Birdwatch  
Older children and adults will enjoy our Big Bosinver Birdwatch challenge – every Sunday 
after animal feeding Farmer Dave offers guests the opportunity to borrow a bird feeder so 
they can watch them from the comfort of their cottage and have a go at identifying the 
birds seen. Each cottage has its own copy of the RSPB’s Birdwatching for Beginners – a great 
little book which contains lots of tips to make identification easy. 

We give out prizes every week for Champion Spotter and best photo or drawing and if you 
need any help with identifying birds, we’re always keen to join in! 
 

 
 
  

https://www.facebook.com/nevermindtheburdocks


Nature Trails and Activities  
 
We’ve got several trails around the farm that will keep kids entertained for hours - and burn 
off some of that excess energy! 
 
Wellie Hunt 
Ten green wellies, hidden round the farm… 
Come join us on a wellie hunt! There are ‘wellies’ with letters on them in secret locations all 
around Bosinver. We’ve got prizes up for grabs if you can spot them all and solve the final 
puzzle! 
 
Gruffalo Trail 
We’ve heard rumours that the Gruffalo’s been spotted amongst the trees down by the lake. 
Are you brave enough to track him down? 
 
Woodland Walk 
Explore Bosinver from top to bottom on our Woodland Walk. Round the farm (hello, 
ducks!), past the pond and through the woods (don’t forget to wave to the Gruffalo). Trip-
trap over the bridge-like walkways over the wetland area (watch out for trolls) and out 
through the fields. 
 
Hunt the Hidden Animals Trail 
Pick up a trail sheet from the office and head down to the woods and see how many of our 
animal friends you can find hiding there! 
 
 
 
 

  



Discover the Magic of Cornwall 
 
Ignite your children’s imagination and inspire their passion for learning. There’s a wealth of 

history to uncover and a range of different environments to investigate in Cornwall. For 

example, you could: 

 Step back into the past at Chyauster Ancient Village and learn how people lived in 

the Iron Age. 

 Visit Geevor Tin Mine and discover what life was like underground in a real 18th 

century tin mine. 

 Take a trip to the National Maritime Museum Falmouth and find out about 

Cornwall’s seafaring heritage. 

 Explore the seashore and get up close and personal with some of Cornwall’s wildlife 

– from rock pool creatures to seals. 

 

 
 

 

Nanny Pat’s Adventures:  fun- packed family days out 
in Cornwall 
One thing our guests always ask us is where to go for a great family day out. Pat (aka 'Nanny 
Pat') has put together an ebook, Nanny Pat’s Adventures, based on her popular blog posts. 
For the past few years she’s been taking her young grandchildren on fun packed days out in 
Cornwall. Her aim was to share precious moments with them and enjoy spending as much 
time outdoors as possible.   
 
The ebook is free to download (you’ll also find a copy in your cottage) and is full of ideas for 
things to do and places to go with kids in Cornwall. Many of the suggestions are off the 
beaten track, and are usually either things you can do for free or for very little money. The 
days out have invariably involved splashing in puddles, crunching through autumn leaves, 
digging innumerable sandcastles, examining rock pool creatures (being gentle and careful 
with them and returning them safely to their homes of course!), wandering around magical 
gardens, walking for miles, sampling some of the finest Cornish ice cream and visiting the 
best child-focussed attractions in Cornwall. 
 
We hope you’ll have as much fun trying these days out as we have! 

http://www.bosinver.co.uk/child-friendly-days-out.
http://www.bosinver.co.uk/blog/category/days-out-in-cornwall-with-nanny-pat/


Explore Cornwall’s Beaches 
 
A day at the beach is a great way to combine family fun with an opportunity to explore the 
natural world and get creative outdoors. Here are some of our favourite beach activities: 
 

 See how many creatures you can find living in the rock pools and identify them ( We 
have lots of nature books for you to borrow and help with identification) 

 Sketch a shell 

 Create a sand sculpture using only natural materials you find on the beach 

 Build a dam 

 Have your own beach sports day – set up a long jump, play beach cricket or boules.  
 
5 Top Child Friendly Beaches 
 
All beaches have been tried and tested by Nanny Pat and lots of our regular guests - all are 
buggy friendly with easy parking and level access, not to mention golden sand for the 
obligatory sandcastle building! Our cottage folders have lots more information on beaches 
including postcodes to help you find them via SatNav. 
 
1. Porthpean 
Porthpean is just down the road from Bosinver on the way to St Austell. It’s a popular family 
beach with safe bathing and lots of lovely rock pools to explore at low tide. Make sure you 
check the tide times before you go as the sand disappears at high tide. There’s a café and 
toilets right by the beach. 

 
2. Porthluney Cove Beach (Caerhays), St Austell Bay 
Our local favourite! Porthluney is approximately 20 minutes’ drive from Bosinver. Part of the 
Caerhays Estate, this is an excellent, south-facing safe family beach, with plenty of room for 
beach games. There are rock pools to explore, and it doesn’t get crowded, even in summer.  
There is now a seasonal café and toilet facilities at Porthluney. 

 
3. Pentewan Beach 
Pentewan is only a short drive from Bosinver. The beach is east facing and there’s over half 
a mile of sand. Pentewan Sands caravan park is right by the beach, and their facilities are 
also available to non-residents. The easiest place to park is the Seahorse Club car park (small 
parking charge). 

 
4. Polkerris Beach, Fowey  
Polkerris is small, attractive west-facing cove sheltered by the harbour wall. Don’t miss 
Sam’s on the Beach, a laid-back, family friendly restaurant set in the old lifeboat station – 
their pizzas are out of this world! There’s also a shop, café and toilets. 
  
5. Gyllyngvase Beach, Falmouth 
Gyllyngvase beach (or Gylly as it’s known locally) is popular with visitors and locals alike. The 
car park is just across the road from the beach, and there are public toilets with baby 

https://www.visitcornwall.com/beaches/south-cornwall/st-austell/mevagissey/porthpean-beach
https://www.visitcornwall.com/beaches/porthluney-cove-beach-caerhays
https://www.visitcornwall.com/beaches/south-cornwall/st-austell/mevagissey/pentewan-beach
https://www.visitcornwall.com/beaches/south-cornwall/fowey/st-austell/polkerris-beach
https://www.visitcornwall.com/beaches/south-cornwall/falmouth/gyllyngvase-beach


changing facilities. Falmouth town is just a 10 minute walk, and you can stroll along the 
coast path towards Pendennis Point and enjoy the views. There are plenty of rock pools to 
explore at low tide, and the beautiful Gyllyngvase gardens are well worth wandering 
through. The excellent, family friendly Gylly Beach Café is right on the beach and is a great 
place to stop for lunch or afternoon coffee and cake.  
 
 

Car- Free Days Out in Cornwall 
 
If you decide to travel to Cornwall without a car, or you fancy having a car-free day out, take 
a look at our ebook 50 things to do without a car from Bosinver.  
 
Whether you choose to walk, cycle, take a bus, train or ferry (or any combination you like), 
there are plenty of places you can get to without having to drive. For each of our 
suggestions, you'll find full directions on how to get there, including things like which buses 
to get, and where they stop, and how to find out more. 
 
Sometimes the journey is an experience in itself, like no. 27 – A day out in St Ives by train.  St 
Ives is a favourite day trip destination, and the branch line between St Erth and St Ives is one 
of the most scenic routes in the country. 
 
 

  

http://www.bosinver.co.uk/50-things


Adventure Activities 
 
Cornwall is a paradise for adventure lovers. With miles of coastline, rivers, woods and 
magnificent countryside to explore, it’s the perfect natural playground. Whether you want 
to pursue your passion or try a range of new activities with family or friends you’ll find 
whatever activities you’re looking for in Cornwall. The only problem you might have is 
choosing… 
 
Top 10 Adventure Activities in Cornwall 
 

1. Try a ‘Wet and Wild’ multi-activity day with Active-8 and enjoy canoeing, snorkelling 
and cliff jumping. Just down the road from Bosinver at Porthpean, this activity day 
offers great value and is ideal for families. If you’d prefer to stay out of the water, 
opt for a land-based day and have a go at mountain biking, archery, climbing and the 
high ropes course. Active-8 can also arrange just about any kind of adventure in 
Cornwall – take a look at their website to find out more. 

2. Explore the River Fowey by kayak with Encounter Cornwall and discover hidden 
creeks teeming with wildlife or paddle down to the estuary to the historic harbour of 
Fowey. Or take a trip around the beautiful Fal Estuary with Canoe Cornwall. 

3. Feel the need for speed? Jump in a go kart and race your family and friends around 
the track at St Eval Kart Circuit. 

4. Go wild at Adrenalin Quarry with quarry coasteering, a gravity-defying swing and the 
UK’s maddest zip wire! 

5. Cornwall is well-known for its excellent year-round surf – why not give it a go? 
Surfing is a great activity for groups and there are plenty of excellent surf schools 
offering lessons and equipment hire on both coasts. 

6. Enjoy some outstanding off-road biking at Cardinham Woods or hit the cycle trails at 
Lanhydrock’s Cycle Hub. 

7. The South West Lakes Trust has Outdoor + Active centres at several lakes around 
Cornwall, offering a variety of water sports including wakeboarding, kayaking, 
windsurfing and more. 

8. Go climbing at Granite Planet in Penryn, near Falmouth. They’ve got a range of 
climbing walls to suit beginners as well as experienced climbers, and they also run 
taster sessions, so if you’ve never been climbing before this is a great place to start. 
Or try Clip’n’Climb at Indoor Active at Cornwall Services near Roche, St Austell. 

9. Try ‘It’s a Knockout’ style games at Retallack Aqua Park or Kernow Adventure Park in 
Mabe. 

10. Explore Cornwall on horseback with Newquay Riding Stables. From a gentle trek to a 
challenging coastal ride, they offer rides for all ages and abilities. 

 
And that’s just for starters…  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.activecornwall.co.uk/activities-in-cornwall/wetwild-multiactivity-day.php
http://www.activecornwall.co.uk/activities-in-cornwall/wetwild-multiactivity-day.php
http://www.activecornwall.co.uk/
http://encountercornwall.com/places_lerryn
http://www.canoecornwall.org.uk/
http://www.cornwallkarting.com/
http://www.adrenalinquarry.co.uk/
http://www.surfing-cornwall.com/surfschools/select.php
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/INFD-992JKS
http://www.ntsouthwest.co.uk/tag/lanhydrock-cycle-hub/
http://www.swlakestrust.org.uk/leisure-activities/watersports
http://www.gpclimbing.com/
http://www.indooractive.co.uk/
https://retallackresort.co.uk/retallack-aqua-park/
http://www.kernowadventurepark.com/
http://www.newquayridingstables.co.uk/


 
Treasure Trails  
Treasure Trails are a great way to discover Cornwall’s history and are a fun and imaginative 
way to explore a town or village on foot. There are over 60 trails in Cornwall to choose from, 
and most take around two hours to complete. There are three types of themed trails: 
Murder Mystery, Treasure Hunt or Spy Mission. Each trail will take you on a self-guided tour 
of the area you’ve chosen, following clues along the way.    
Trails cost £6.99 each. You can buy them online or from local stockists in Cornwall, including 
Tourist Information Centres. We also have a selection of trails in reception you can buy 
when you’re here.   
 
 
 

 
 

  

http://www.treasuretrails.co.uk/cornwall/things-to-do.html


Food & Drink 
 
Our Family Friendly Local Pub 
Our local pub, the Polgooth Inn is a traditional Cornish village pub which dates back to the 
16th century. Just a 15-minute walk (or a short drive/taxi ride) from Bosinver, they welcome 
families and have huge menu using locally sourced produce. In the winter you can bask in 
the warmth of the open fire, and when it’s warmer you can sit outside and soak up the 
views from the beer garden.  
 
Child Friendly Cafes 
When you’re away on holiday you don’t want to be trailing in and out of cafes or 
restaurants to try to find one that’s family friendly. And equally you don’t want to arrive at 
somewhere fabulous with the kids in tow only to find out you can’t get a table as it’s all 
booked up. 
 
Here are a few of our favourite child friendly cafes. Each of them has: 
 

 a simple children’s menu which does not consist entirely of something fried with 
chips 

 high chairs or booster seats  
 a toy box/play area with toys or colouring books and crayons 
 easily accessible, clean toilets with baby changing facilities 
 a welcoming smile when you arrive! 

 
Pinky Murphy’s, Fowey 
A trip to Fowey isn’t complete without popping in to Pinky Murphy’s. It’s wonderfully 
eclectic, with huge, colourful beanbags the kids will love.  Sip a smoothie outside in the 
summer or cosy up indoors in cooler months with a FatBoy hot chocolate. 
 
Sam’s on the Beach, Polkerris 
A hugely popular venue with locals and visitors alike, based in the old RNLI lifeboat station 
at Polkerris. 
 
Gylly Beach Cafe, Falmouth  
Another great year-round cafe right on the beach. Sit indoors or out at any time of year 
(they have effective outdoor heaters and blankets), and enjoy some delicious locally sourced 
produce while you relax and watch the waves rolling in. 
 
The Beach Hut, Watergate Bay 
The views don’t come any better than this!  Whether you go for breakfast, lunch or dinner, 
there’s plenty on the menu to keep everyone happy.   
 
Godrevy Cafe, Gwithian near Hayle 
A beach cafe with beautiful views and delicious cake!  It’s popular with families for Sunday 
lunch – get there early to bag a table.  The beach is perfect for sandcastle building, so bring 

http://www.polgoothinn.co.uk/
http://www.pinkymurphys.com/index.html
http://www.samsfowey.co.uk/index.php/onthebeach
http://www.gyllybeach.com/
http://www.watergatebay.co.uk/thebeachhut.htm
http://www.godrevycafe.co.uk/


your bucket and spade! Don’t miss the walk along the cliff path round past the lighthouse to 
see the seal colony. 
 
Frozen Meals 
Angels in the Kitchen offer a range of handmade frozen meals exclusively for Bosinver. 
They're available to pre-order or you can buy them from reception during your stay. 
 
Supermarkets 
ASDA is our closest supermarket, just a few minutes’ drive away in St Austell, where there’s 
also a Tesco. You can have shopping delivered to your cottage (but please make sure you 
book your delivery slot for after you’ve arrived).  
 
You’ll also find more information about places to buy groceries and eat out in the folder in 
your cottage when you arrive. 
 

  



Resources & Information 
 
Cornish Mining  
The Cornish landscape is rich with history, and everywhere you look you can see evidence of 
the mining industry which played a huge part in shaping the world we live in today.  
The Cornish Mining World Heritage website has got information about a range of mining 
visitor attractions, and you can even put together your own brochure from the things that 
interest you on the site. There’s also a free ‘Cousin Jacks’ app which you can download 
which includes audio trails and stories of Cornish people who lived and worked in the 
mining industry.  
 
English Heritage  
English Heritage looks after a variety of historic monuments, buildings and places. There are 
several interesting sites to visit in Cornwall, including: 

 St Mawes Castle, St Mawes, Roseland - built by Henry VIII, this  

 Pendennis Castle, Falmouth 

 Restormel Castle Lostwithiel 

 Chyauster Ancient Village, near Penzance 

 Tintagel Castle 

 Carn Euny Ancient Village, near Penzance 

 Hurlers Stone Circle, near Liskeard 
 
The National Trust in Cornwall 
There are several fascinating National Trust properties and gardens close to Bosinver. We 
love Lanhydrock, Trelissick, Glendurgan in particular (you can read about Nanny Pat’s trips 
to each of these places with her grandchildren on our blog).  
 
They’re all great for family days out, offering lots to explore (including special children’s 
trails and activities), friendly and helpful staff on hand to share some of the stories of the 
place, and plenty of potential for inspiration.  
 
The National Trust also looks after a lot of Cornwall’s coastline. They run events for families 
throughout the year, including beach cleans, rock pooling sessions, and wildlife walks. Take 
a look at the National Trust website to find out more.  
 
Eden Project 
The Eden Project is one of Cornwall’s most iconic visitor attractions. While it can be a bit 
pricey, you can save 10% by booking online in advance or by traveling to Eden using public 
transport or by bike. If you choose to donate your entry fee, you can get a free annual pass 
so you can visit as much as you like within 12 months – ideal if the kids are fascinated and 
want to go back the next day.  
 
There are lots of special events for children throughout the year, and the whole site is buggy 
friendly, which is great if you’ve got little ones in tow. 

https://www.cornish-mining.org.uk/
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/
https://www.edenproject.com/


To help you get the most out of your visit, they’ve got a variety of Discovery Trails for kids 
you can download to explore the Eden Project, such as the Eye Spy Eden Trail, Tropical 
Tracks Trail and the Globetrotters’ Trail. 
 
You’ll find lots of free educational resources on the Eden Project website, too, including: 
infographics, instructions for how to build a den, make a bug house or create a bird from a 
recycled milk carton. 
 
And you can also buy a children’s guide book online or in the shop which has masses of 
information about the Eden Project and activities you can do there or when you’re back at 
home. 
 

Museums in Cornwall 
 
There are several excellent museums in Cornwall, many of which have a range of free 
educational resources available. If you contact them in advance, they may also be able to 
set up special sessions for your group. 
 
Royal Cornwall Museum, Truro  
The Royal Cornwall Museum has wonderful permanent interactive galleries, explorer 
backpacks and hands-on exhibits which are ideal for families, plus a range of special events 
and workshops throughout the year. It’s free for children under 18. 
http://www.royalcornwallmuseum.org.uk/ 
 
Falmouth Art Gallery  
Falmouth Art Gallery is free to visit and it runs some great sessions for families. Check the 
website for details of the latest workshops and exhibitions. 
http://www.falmouthartgallery.com/Gallery/Home 
 
National Maritime Museum Cornwall, Falmouth   
The NMMC offers self-directed and museum-led tailored visits for schools and groups and 
may be able to arrange bespoke visits for groups.  
http://www.nmmc.co.uk/  
 
Tate St Ives & Barbara Hepworth Museum 
Explore art in Cornwall with a visit to the Tate St Ives (reopening in spring 2017). Barbara 
Hepworth’s studio has been turned into a museum, with much of it just as she left it, and a 
pretty little garden where you can see several of her iconic sculptures. 
www.tate.org.uk/visit/tate-st-ives  
 
Wheal Martyn  
Wheal Martyn is just down the road from Bosinver and offers a fascinating insight into 
Cornwall’s China Clay industry.  
http://www.wheal-martyn.com  
 
  

http://www.edenproject.com/sites/default/files/eden-project-discovery-trail-for-kids.pdf
https://www.edenproject.com/learn/for-everyone
http://www.royalcornwallmuseum.org.uk/
http://www.falmouthartgallery.com/Gallery/Home
http://www.nmmc.co.uk/
http://www.tate.org.uk/visit/tate-st-ives
http://www.wheal-martyn.com/


The Lost Gardens of Heligan  
The Lost Gardens of Heligan are just down the road from us at Bosinver and have a 
fascinating history to discover, plus lots to see, do and explore.   
http://heligan.com/visiting-us/families-at-heligan/  
 
 

Find out more 
 
If you’d like to talk to us about your holiday, or you’re looking for something particular, 
please give us a call on 01726 72128 and we’ll be happy to help.  
 

Please note that information contained in this guide is correct at the time of writing, but 
things can change. We would always advise checking the relevant websites before planning 
a day out. If anything has changed, or if you come across anything you think other guests 
would like to know about, do let us know!  
 
 

 

http://heligan.com/visiting-us/families-at-heligan/

